
The Sneyd testimonial A magnificent Victorian silver presentation ewer and

basin

Robert Garrard

REF: 12037

Height: 73.63 cm (29") Diameter: 67.28 cm (26.5") Weight: 11.7 kg 

Fully Hallmarked for Robert Garrard, London 1860

The fluted dish decorated with scenes representing the four seasons and the arts, the well

fluted, the centre with the crest of the Sneyd family for Ralph Sneyd (1793-1840) of Keele

Hall, Staffordshire. framed by scrolls and raised dedication that reads: 

'THIS SALVER AND EWER WERE PRESENTED TO RALPH SNEYD ESQUIRE BY THE

TENANTRY OF HIS ESTATES AT KEELE HALL IN THE YEAR 1860 / A TESTIMONIAL OF

THEIR RESPECT FOR HIS CHARACTER AND OF THEIR GRATEFUL APPRECIATION OF

HIS LIBERAL AND CONSIDERATE CONDUCT AS A LANDLORD.'



marked on ewer's foot-rim and underneath basin, further stamped R & S GARRARD PANTON

ST LONDON

Stafford advertiser Saturday 29th September 1860:

"I am no orator, and it is fortunate for me that it requires no great powers of speech to explain

the nature of my feelings at this moment; for I must be differently constituted from all other

men if every pulse within me did not beat with pride and pleasure. What other feelings can be

inspired by the reception which you have given to my name, by the language which has been

addressed to me by my respected friend the tenant-spokesman, by the sentiments which it

conveys, and by this beautiful and magnificent gift, which is the proudest heirloom of my

house and will bear perpetual record of those sentiments? It is with difficulty I refrain from

expatiating upon the extraordinary beauty of this noble gift, for it belongs to a branch of art I

have devoted much attention to. I have been permitted to inspect it since it arrived at Keele,

and I say deliberately and advisedly that nothing has been produced which can surpass it in

design and execution since the famous days of the great Italian artists."
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